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ACQUIRING LAND AND A BRAND

In July 1945 (when | was 4 years old), my
27-year-old father had been working, ever
since leaving school, as an automobile
mechanicin his father’s Ford business in Prince
Street, Grafton.

Regularly, during the war years, the garage
would receive Ford trucks from Sydney, which
my father and mother would then drive up
to Brisbane, to be delivered to the military
authorities. King Skyvington (known as
“Bill") belonged to some kind of light-horse
unit stationed in Grafton, but servicing and
delivering trucks seemed to be his main
military effort.

My father had always dreamt of becoming
a grazier. In July 1945 (a month before the
surrender of Japan), he finally found a small
property on the outskirts of South Grafton
that he was able to afford.

Alas, a wartime law (designed to force people
to participate in the war effort) limited the
acquisition of grazing land to existing graziers.

My father appealed to Sir Earle Page,
who promptly unblocked the situation. In
September 1945, my father’s application for
a registered stock brand was accepted. As a
symbolic reminder of his past contacts with
Ford vehicles, he chose V8 as his stock brand.

, B|II s V8 stock brand
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William Skyvington
Gamone
38680 Choranche
FRANCE
email: sky.william@orange.fr
blog: http://skyvington.blogspot.com
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Carmmnns, LET.

2ath July, 1945.

Dear ¥r Skyvingtom,

Thank you for your letter
of 20th July.

I ghall at once taks thias
matter up with the Delegate of
the Tressurer and see L can be
done to help you.

It ssems very abmurd Lo
event {m from buying the 1l.nd
guestio

Witk best wishes,

Youra sincersly

K.l Ek'ﬂimnu EBg+y
s He3eW.

Waterview,

Time wounds all heels.
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These instructions have interested me in the sense that stock branding has always been
a fundamental aspect of our Australian rural heritage, and it’s normal that the government
regulations should be precise and strict. The theft of cattle and horses was an everyday concern
forages...and not only during the epochs when bushrangers were operating. A good registered
brand was a precious rural trademark.
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The Et. Hon Sir Esrle C.0. Frga,

DGl C.MH., X.P., Seth July, 1905
Parlimsent Youge,
LATRERA, A.C.T,

Denr 4ir Rarle,

I refer to yoor lettear of 2iuth July, 1945 Pl
the purchnse of o a1 r Pr) e n x r - TOENINLNG
Faterview, South ﬂmhg BERREN R A50 XX Ml yLughon oF

Further conalderatisn has been given ta t
appliostion, and spnroval will be granted to tgr ::t.n:m.-ﬂﬁﬂ b iant
o nn peoursnce 'hu.ns recelved fro= both parties thet they deslrs
to procesd with the Contract, and sublect to the a=11ing price
bul nnc:dvm Entisfaatory,

K4

Your papers Are encloasd.

%‘ Yours faithfully,

i
£ . P

[ Al i
g Redeentd 2 i Bhesascar.

Sir Earle simply typed “With Compliments” in the lower lefthand corner of the Treasurer’s
letter, followed by his signature (on 2 August 1945), and forwarded it to my father.

Those were the days, | might exclaim, when an ordinary rural citizen such as my father could
get such rapid and efficient personalized treatment from a former PM of Australia!

| broke my leg in two places. The doctor told me to quit going to those places.



